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(54) INFORMATION PROCESSOR AND INFORMATION PROCESSING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To realize distribution of image data 
with a simple operation by designating an icon of a scanner and a 
group icon, so as to distribute the data read by the scanner to a *» 
selected terminal group. 

SOLUTION: A window 30 for designating distribution destinations 
to receive circulation is displayed on a CRT screen of a computer 
32 for a user 1 . An operator of a client unit uses a mouse of the 
computer 32 to point out a mouse pointer 37 and drag an icon of a 
scanner 34 and drops the icon on an icon of 'such and such a 
section 1 36 denoting a distribution destination group. The scanner 
34 starts reading a preset image to be circulated through this 
dropping action and an image file generated by this reading is 
distributed. A domain that is a management unit of users in a 
network may be used in place of the user group such as 'such and 
such a section*. 
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JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1. This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the 
original precisely. 

2 **** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim l] The scanner icon which is the information processor connected to the network 
and shows a picture input device, A display means to display the icon which shows the 
device on said network containing the group icon which shows a terminal group on the 
display screen, A selection means to choose the picture input device and terminal group 
corresponding to each icon by specifying said scanner icon and said group icon, The 
information processor characterized by having a distribution means to distribute to 
addressing to a terminal group which had the image data read by the picture input device 
chosen by said selection means chosen. 

[Claim 2] Said selection means is an information processor according to claim 1 
characterized by choosing by drags and drops one side of said scanner icon and said group 
icon to another side with a pointing device. 

[Claim 3] Said distribution means is an information processor according to claim 1 or 2 
characterized by distributing by transmitting image data and destination terminal 
information to the distribution server equipment on said network. 

[Claim 4] The information processor according to claim 1 to 3 characterized by having a 
means to manage the destination information on said terminal per terminal group, and to 
memorize it. 

[Claim 5] Said terminal group's destination information is an information processor 
according to claim 1 to 4 characterized by acquiring from the management server 
equipment on said network. 

[Claim 6] Said picture input device is an information processor according to claim 1 to 5 
characterized by being what is connected through said network and acquires the image 
data from said picture input device with a predetermined protocol. 
[Claim 7] The display process which displays the icon which shows the device on the 
network containing the scanner icon which shows a picture input device, and the group 
icon which shows a terminal group on the display screen, The selection process which 
chooses the picture input device and terminal group corresponding to each icon by 
specifying said scanner icon and said group icon, The information processing approach 
characterized by having the distribution process distributed to addressing to a terminal 
group which had the image data read by the picture input device chosen by said selection 
process chosen. 
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[Claim 8] Said selection process is the information processing approach according to claim 
7 characterized by choosing by drags and drops one side of said scanner icon and said 
group icon to another side with a pointing device. 

[Claim 9] Said distribution process is the information processing approach according to 
claim 7 or 8 characterized by distributing by transmitting image data and destination 
terminal information to the distribution server equipment on said network. 
[Claim 10] The information processing approach according to claim 7 to 9 characterized by 
having the process which manages said terminal group's destination information per 
terminal group, and memorizes it. 

[Claim 11] Said terminal group's destination information is the information processing 
approach according to claim 7 to 10 characterized by acquiring from the management 
server equipment on said network. 

[Claim 12] Said picture input device is the information processing approach according to 
claim 7 to 11 characterized by being what is connected through said network and acquires 
the image data from said picture input device with a predetermined protocol. 
[Claim 13] The display process which displays the icon which shows the device on the 
network containing the scanner icon which shows a picture input device, and the group 
icon which shows a terminal group on the display screen, The selection process which 
chooses the picture input device and terminal group corresponding to each icon by 
specifying said scanner icon and said group icon, The storage which is characterized by 
storing the program for performing the distribution process distributed to addressing to a 
terminal group which had the image data read by the picture input device chosen by said 
selection process chosen and in which computer reading is possible. 

[Claim 14] Said selection process is a storage which is characterized by choosing by drags 

and drops one side of said scanner icon and said group icon to another side with a pointing 

device and in which computer reading according to claim 13 is possible. 

[Claim 15] Said distribution process is a storage which is characterized by distributing by 

transmitting image data and destination terminal information to the distribution server 

equipment on said network and in which computer reading according to claim 13 or 14 is 

possible. 

[Claim 16] Said terminal group's destination information is a storage which is 
characterized by acquiring from the management server equipment on said network and in 
which computer reading according to claim 13 to 15 is possible. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the information processor connected on 

the network, and the information processing approach. 

[0002] 
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[Description of the Prior Art] Conventionally, communicating via a network by using the 
circulation object in an epilogue and a station etc. as electronic data in networks, such as 
LAN, is performed in the computer which the section member in a station owns, in this 
case " as the image file after reading this circulation manuscript using image edit 
application ** - saving - this saved file an electronic mail - attaching - a section 
member - it had transmitted to each. Moreover, the HTTP (HyperText Transfer Protocol) 
server computer was installed in the network, the HTML (Hyper Text Markup Language) 
file was created from the read image, it stored in the HTTP server computer, and 
circulation in a section was performed by notifying URL (Uniform Resource Locator) which 
shows the storing place to a section member by e-mail. 
[0003] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, in the above-mentioned conventional 
example, the circulation manuscript once had to be read with image edit application, it had 
to change into the image file, the created image file had to be transmitted to the section 
member again using another application, and it had become time and effort very much. 
[0004] This invention was made in order to solve the above-mentioned trouble, and it aims 
at offering the information processor which can realize actuation which distributes the 
image read with the scanner to the terminal of the group member on a network by easy 
operation, and the information processing approach. 
[0005] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, invention 
of the 1st of this application The scanner icon which is the information processor connected 
to the network and shows a scanner, A display means to display the icon which shows the 
device on said network containing the group icon which shows a terminal group on the 
display screen, A selection means to choose the scanner and terminal group corresponding 
to each icon by specifying said scanner icon and said group icon, It is characterized by 
having a distribution means to distribute to addressing to a terminal group which had the 
image data read with the scanner chosen by said selection means chosen. 
[0006] Moreover, invention of the 2nd of this application is characterized by choosing said 
selection means by drags and drops one side of said scanner icon and said group icon to 
another side with a pointing device in invention of the 1st of this application. 
[0007] Moreover, invention of the 3rd of this application is characterized by the 1st of this 
application or invention of 2 distributing, when said distribution means transmits image 
data and destination terminal information to the distribution server equipment on said 
network. 

[0008] Moreover, invention of the 4th of this application is characterized by having a 
means to manage the destination information on said terminal per terminal group, and to 
memorize it in either of the invention of the l'3rd of this application. 

[0009] Moreover, invention of the 5th of this application is characterized by acquiring said 
terminal group's destination information from the management server equipment on said 
network in either of the invention of the l"4th of this application. 
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[00 10] Moreover, invention of the 6th of this application is characterized by said scanner 
being what is connected through said network and acquires the image data from said 
scanner with a predetermined protocol in either of the invention of the l"5th of this 
application. 

[001 1] Moreover, the scanner icon invention of the 7th of this application indicates a 
scanner to be, The display process which displays the icon which shows the device on the 
network containing the group icon which shows a terminal group on the display screen, 
The selection process which chooses the scanner and terminal group corresponding to each 
icon by specifying said scanner icon and said group icon, It is characterized by having the 
distribution process distributed to addressing to a terminal group which had the image 
data read with the scanner chosen by said selection process chosen. 

[0012] Moreover, invention of the 8th of this application is characterized by choosing said 
selection process by drags and drops one side of said scanner icon and said group icon to 
another side with a pointing device in invention of the 7th of this application. 
[0013] Moreover, invention of the 9th of this application is characterized by said 
distribution process distributing by transmitting image data and destination terminal 
information to the distribution server equipment on said network in either of the 7th or 
invention of eight of this application. 

[0014] Moreover, invention of the 10th of this application is characterized by having a 
means to manage the destination information on said terminal per terminal group, and to 
memorize it in either of the invention of the 7*9th of this application. 

[0015] Moreover, invention of the 11th of this application is characterized by acquiring said 
terminal group's destination information from the management server equipment on said 
network in either of the invention of the 7- 10th of this application. 

[0016] Moreover, invention of the 12th of this application is characterized by said scanner 
being what is connected through said network and acquires the image data from said 
scanner with a predetermined protocol in either of the invention of the 7" 11th of this 
application. 

[0017] Moreover, the scanner icon invention of the 13th of this application indicates a 
scanner to be, The display process which displays the icon which shows the device on the 
network containing the group icon which shows a terminal group on the display screen, 
The selection process which chooses the scanner and terminal group corresponding to each 
icon by specifying said scanner icon and said group icon, It is the storage which was 
characterized by storing the program for performing the distribution process distributed to 
addressing to a terminal group which had the image data read with the scanner chosen by 
said selection process chosen and in which computer reading is possible. 
[0018] Moreover, invention of the 14th of this application is characterized by choosing said 
selection process by drags and drops one side of said scanner icon and said group icon to 
another side with a pointing device in invention of the 13th of this application. 
[0019] Moreover, invention of the 15th of this application is characterized by said 
distribution process distributing by transmitting image data and destination terminal 
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information to the distribution server equipment on said network in either of the 13th or 
invention of 14 of this application. 

[0020] Moreover, invention of the 16th of this application is characterized by acquiring said 
terminal group's destination information from the management server equipment on said 
network in either of the invention of the 13- 15th of this application. 
[0021] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] Hereafter, the operation gestalt of this invention is 
explained to a detail with reference to an accompanying drawing. Drawing 2 is the 
explanatory view having shown the network configuration in this operation gestalt. In this 
drawing, server equipment 22, client equipment 24, and 25 and 27 are connected to LAN21. 
Furthermore, a scanner 26 is connected to client equipment 25, and the printer 28 is 
connected to client equipment 27, respectively, and it is constituted so that it may be 
possible to share between other client equipments on LAN. Furthermore, client equipment 
2A, 2B, and 2C are connected to the network 21, and the client equipments 2A-2C form one 
user group in it. With this operation gestalt, the circulation image read from the scanner 
using client equipment 25 is distributed to client equipment 2A, 2B, and 2C which are the 
member of an user group through server equipment 22. In addition, although server 
equipment 22 is offering distribution service of the circulation image in a network 21 to the 
main services, it may be used also [ file server ]. 

[0022] Drawing 1 is the block diagram having shown an example of the configuration of the 
server equipment 22 explaining one example of this invention, and client equipment 24-27. 
2 is CPU (Central Processing Unit) and controls each configuration block connected to the 
system bus 1. 3 is program memory (Following PMEM is called), and the various 
processing programs for CPU2 reading and performing and the data which are needed in 
process of program execution are stored. This processing program is read from an auxiliary 
storage unit (12 or 13), and is arranged at PMEM3. Moreover, it is used also for the 
temporary storage of the text data which the user inputted from the keyboard 9. 4 is the 
communications control section and communicates through the communication link port 
18 among other equipments on a network 19 (client equipment, a printer, image reader, 
etc.). The scanner 5 (it is equivalent to the scanner 26 in drawing 2) and printer 7 (it is 
equivalent to the printer 28 in drawing 2) which are an external device are connected, and 
the external-interface section 6 interfaces transfer of the data between these external 
devices. After [ VRAM / 11 ] being developed by PMEM3, it is developed upwards, and the 
image data read from the scanner 5 is displayed on CRT 13. 8 is the input-control section 
and receives the data input from input devices, such as a keyboard 9 and a pointing device 
10 (Following PD is called.). An operator performs the operating command of a system etc. 
by operating this keyboard 9. Moreover, PDslO are pointing devices, such as a mouse, and 
are for choosing or performing predetermined directions by moving the cursor similarly 
displayed on a screen in objects, such as an icon on the screen of CRT13. Moreover, it is 
constituted so that drag actuation well-known as actuation of a mouse, drop actuation, 
click actuation, etc. may be possible. As for video image memory (Following VRAM is 
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called) and 12, 11 is [ the display output-control section and 13 ] CRT. The display 
output- control section 12 reads the display information by which bit map data expansion is 
carried out on RAM11, and is made to display it on CRT13. For example, if it is graphic 
data, the graphic form pattern corresponding to the location and drawing attribute 
information is developed on VRAM, and direct cursor is generated in the display area of 
VRAM by software control, and it can display. It is an auxiliary storage unit control section 
and a disk for the data files on which 14 records 15 and 16 record image data, graphic data, 
alphabetic data, numeric data, etc., for example, 15 is a hard disk (Following HD is called), 
and 16 is a floppy disk (Following FD is called). Programs, such as data transfer actuation 
in this operation gestalt, data reception actuation, and data transfer point assignment 
actuation, are stored in HD15. As a record medium which stores these programs, devices, 
such as ROM, a floppy disk 16, CD-ROM, a memory card, or a magneto-optic disk, can be 
used. 1A is a modem, and transmits and receives facsimile data between public line IB. 
[0023] Moreover, as for this invention, it is needless to say that it realizes in the server 
equipment or client equipment which recorded various programs on HD15. This invention 
is attained, also when the record medium which had the program which can realize ** and 
this invention recorded is supplied to an alien system, server equipment, or client 
equipment and the computer of the system or equipment reads and performs the program 
code stored in the record medium. FD22 on which the program for carrying out this 
invention was recorded is set to the FD drive 21 of other server equipments, the program is 
loaded to a hard disk 15, and the loaded program is performed. This invention is realizable 
also in other server equipments by carrying out like this. Moreover, drawing 11 is an 
example of the memory map in which it is shown how data are arranged in PMEM3. 110 
shows the field which an operating system (OS) occupies, 111 shows the field which 
various programs etc. occupy, 112 shows the data area used by the various programs of 111, 
and 113 shows the field of PMEM3 which is not used yet. Moreover, the upper part of 
drawing shows the low order of the address, and the lower part of drawing shows the high 
order of the address. 

[0024] Below, the operator of client equipment 25 explains the actuation which reads and 
distributes a circulation image using the explanatory view of drawing 3 . Drawing 3 is the 
explanatory view having shown the example of a display of the circulation distribution 
place appointed window in client equipment 25. if each equipment on a network is 
displayed as an icon and the circulation distribution place appointed window describes the 
correspondence relation between this drawing and drawing 2 - an icon 32 - client 
equipment 25 - an icon 34 ■ a scanner 26 — an icon 34 supports to client equipment 2B, 
and the icon 33 supports [ the icon 35 ] client equipment 2A at client equipment 2C, 
respectively. The owner of client equipment 2A, 2B, and 2C is the constituent of the 
organization a "xxOO division", and forms the same user group on a network. (About the 
management method of this user group, it mentions later using drawing 5 .) By operating 
these icons, the operator of client equipment 25 distributes the circulation image read with 
the scanner 34 from a computer 32 to computers 33 and 34 and addressing to 35 through 
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LAN31. First, on the screen of CRT13 of a computer 32, the circulation distribution place 
appointed window 30 is displayed. An operator operates PD10 of a computer 32, drags the 
icon of a scanner 34 with a mouse pointer 37, and drops with the icon of the xxOO division 
36 which shows the group of a distribution place. Reading is started by this drop actuation 
in the circulation image beforehand set with the scanner 34, and the image file generated 
by this reading is distributed (the actuation which drags an icon and is hereafter dropped 
with other icons on a screen is called drag-and-drop actuation). Here, the domain which is 
the management unit of the user in a network may be used for an user group like a "xxOO 
division." Thus, an operator can specify to the distribution place of a circulation image by 
very easy operation called drag-and-drop actuation of the icon on the window of 1. In 
addition, although drag-and-drop actuation performed operation in the above-mentioned 
explanation, you may carry out by clicking and choosing the scanner 34 of manuscript 
reading origin with a mouse pointer 37 first, and then clicking on it and choosing an 
user- group icon with a mouse pointer 37 too. 

[0025] Below, how to manage the client equipment in the group in an user group is 
explained using drawing 5 . Drawing 5 is drawing having shown an example of the DS of 
the user-group management file for managing the client equipment in the group in an user 
group. It is the user-group management file memorized corresponding to the "xxOO 
division" group who the user- group management file existed for every user-group icon of 
the circulation distribution place appointed window 30, and showed by above-mentioned 
drawing 3 in the example of this drawing. The user-group management file is constituted 
so that the client equipment in a group may be managed. For a "xxOO division" group's 
user-group management file 50 The terminal information 51 (it is equivalent to the icon 35 
of client equipment 2A [ of drawing 2 ], and drawing 3 ) on the section member A, The 
terminal information on the section member B (it is equivalent to the icon 34 of an 
illustration abbreviation, client equipment 2B of drawing 2 , and drawing 3 ) and the 
terminal information 58 (it is equivalent to the icon 33 of client equipment 2C [ of drawing 
2 ] and drawing 3 ) on the section member C are memorized. The name on the network 
attached to the computer which is using the identifier (52 59) of each member, and each 
member for each terminal information (53 5A), The IP address (54 5B) set as each 
computer, the domain name with which the user belongs in a network (55, 5C), The e-mail 
address (57 5E) which the information (56, 5D) about other networks and each user 
possess is memorized. Although this user-group management file exists in the memory (for 
example, HD15) of client equipment 25, an operator may be made to register it in client 
equipment 25, and you may make it acquire client equipment 25 from non-illustrated 
management server equipment via LAN. 

[0026] In the circulation distribution place appointed window 30, if drag-and-drop 
actuation of the scanner icon 34 is carried out at a "xxOO division" icon, the user-group 
management file memorized corresponding to the "xxOO division" group will show the 
client equipment of the member in an user group (this example section members A, B, and 
C), and a circulation image will be distributed to this addressing to a member. As a 
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communications protocol for distribution, a data transfer is performed for the LAN top 
which has connected between computers using a HTTP protocol. Moreover, you may 
transmit by the method which attaches data to an electronic mail. 

[0027] Drawing 7 is drawing having shown the DS of delivery notification data for server 
equipment 22 to notify that a circulation image exists to the client equipment of the 
distribution place of a circulation image. 70 shows the whole data in which delivery 
notification data are shown, and 71 and 78 show the delivery notification data created 
corresponding to each circulation image. To each delivery notification data The identifier 
(72 79) of the transmitting origin of circulation image data, the network name of the server 
equipment with which distribution data are memorized (73 7A), The domain name which 
are the IP address (74 7B) of FAX equipment, and the management unit of the network 
where the computer which is the FAX equipment belongs (75 7C), They are the e-mail 
address (76 7D) of the transmitting origin of this circulation image, and the file name (77 
7E) of the distribution data which are the circulation image memorized by server 
equipment. The circulation person of data can also be notified of having received 
circulation image data using the e-mail address of a transmitting agency. If this delivery 
notification data is sent to the client equipment which is the distribution place of 
circulation, a delivery notification display will be displayed on the screen of CRT13 of this 
client equipment. 

[0028] Drawing 6 shows **** of the notice display of circulation displayed on the screen of 
CRT13 which is each user's computer screen. If the non- illustrated application window is 
displayed on Screen 60 of CRT13 and delivery notification data are sent there from server 
equipment 22, the notice display 61 will be displayed on a screen. Directions of a display on 
each user's computer are made from server equipment, and this notice display is displayed 
on each computer according to these directions. In addition, a voice means, a notice of an 
electronic mail from server equipment, etc. with which client equipment is equipped may 
perform the delivery notification display on this CRT. 

[0029] Below, the send action of the circulation image in the client equipment which 
becomes the transmitting origin of a circulation image is explained using the flow chart of 
drawing 8 . Drawing 8 is the flow chart of the send action of the circulation image in the 
client equipment 25 which becomes the transmitting origin of a circulation image, and 
CPU2 reads and performs the program based on this flow chart from PMEM3. Activation 
of circulation processing of a circulation image is first directed from a keyboard 9 at step 
S801. Then, the circulation image distribution place appointed window (drawing 3 
explains) for specifying the scanner and distribution place for reading a manuscript at step 
S802 is displayed. And the user group which is the point which distributes the scanner 
which reads the manuscript which is a circulation image at step S803, and the read 
manuscript is specified. This assignment is performed by drag-and-drop actuation. And if 
it judges whether it moved to step S804, drag and drop were performed, and the input 
device and the distribution place were specified and it is not specified, it waits for 
assignment of a return user to step S803. If specified, it will move to step S805 and 
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manuscript reading processing from the scanner first specified at step S803 will be 
performed. And the image data read at step S805 by step S806 is transmitted to server 
equipment 22 via LAN. This transmission is performed by the known HTTP protocol etc. 
Moreover, the user- group management file corresponding to the user- group icon with 
which the scanner icon was dropped at step S804 is also doubled, and it is transmitted to 
server equipment 22. 

[0030] The actuation which receives the circulation image from client equipment 25, and 
notifies that to the client equipment of a distribution place in server equipment 22 next is 
explained using the flow chart of drawing 9 . Drawing 9 is the flow chart of the actuation 
which receives the circulation image from client equipment 25, and notifies that to the 
client equipment of a distribution place in server equipment 22, and CPU2 reads and 
performs the program based on this flow chart from PMEM3. At step S901, a circulation 
image and distribution place data (user- group management file) are received from client 
equipment 25. And at step S902, the IP address of the client equipment which is a member 
is acquired from the user-group management file which received at step S901, and a 
delivery notification is performed to this member. Reception of this delivery notification 
data expresses the delivery notification display shown by drawing 6 as the computer of a 
distribution place on CRT13 of a self-opportunity. 

[0031] Below, the display action of the circulation image in the client of the distribution 
place of a circulation image is explained using the flow chart of drawing 10 . Drawing 10 is 
a flow chart explaining the activity of the display process of the circulation image in this 
operation gestalt, and CPU2 reads the program based on this flow chart from PMEM3, and 
performs it. The mouse pointer which is interlocked with PD10 and operates is moved on 
the delivery notification display which shows that there is a circulation image at step 
S1001 first, and initiation of display processing of a circulation image is directed by 
clicking the carbon button of PD10. And it judges whether initiation of display processing 
of a circulation image was directed at step S1002, and if initiation was not directed and 
return initiation was directed to step S1001, it will progress to step S1003. The window 40 
for circulation image display for displaying a circulation image is expressed to CRT13 as 
step S1003. And according to the distribution data information 70 shown by drawing 7 , 
the data which are a circulation image are read from a FAX server using a HTTP protocol 
via LAN at step S1004, and the data is expressed as step S1005 in the window 40 for 
circulation image display. It is drawing having shown the example of the window display of 
the condition of displaying the circulation image distributed to each user at drawing 4 on 
CRT13, and the circulation image 41 distributed in the window 40 for circulation image 
display is displayed. 

[0032] Although the HTTP protocol is used for reading the image data which is a 
circulation image via LAN with the above-mentioned example gestalt, other 
communication paths and protocols may be used. 

[0033] In addition, although the above-mentioned operation gestalt explained the case 
where a circulation image was read in the scanner by which direct continuation was 
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carried out to client equipment, it is also possible to also use the scanner connected to other 
client equipments on a network. For example, what is necessary is just to make the 
actuation in step S805 of drawing 8 be the following in the client equipment 24 in drawing 
2 , in reading a circulation image from a scanner 26 and distributing to the client 
equipments 2A 2C through server equipment 22. First, client equipment 24 requires 
reading of the image data based on a scanner 26 in the format of a HTTP protocol from 
client equipment 25. Answering this demand, client equipment 25 reads a circulation 
image with a scanner 26, and carries out HTTP transmission of the read image to client 
equipment 24. What is necessary is just to perform processing after step S806 by using this 
image as a circulation image with client equipment 24. In addition, with client equipment 
25, the reading parameter sent with the read request from client equipment 24 is gained, 
and an image data is read with a general-purpose TWAIN interface. 

[0034] Moreover, although this operation gestalt describes networks, such as LAN, even if 
public lines with general communication link port and communication line which are 
connected to this communications control section etc. are other means of communications, 
it cannot be overemphasized that this invention is applied. 
[0035] 

[Effect of the Invention] As explained above, according to invention of the 1st, the 7th, and 
the 13th of this application, the image read with the scanner can be distributed to 
addressing to a group of a request by very easy actuation of choosing the icon on a screen. 
Since actuation of specifying especially each member of a group one by one is unnecessary, 
operability improves. 

[0036] Moreover, according to invention of the 2nd, the 8th, and the 14th of this application, 
the intuitive actuation of drag and drop of an icon can perform image distribution, and a 
man machine interface is improved. 

[0037] Moreover, according to invention of the 3rd, the 9th, and the 15th of this application, 
it becomes possible by requesting distribution of an image from the distribution server on a 
network to distribute the processing load accompanying distribution actuation. 
[0038] Moreover, according to invention of the 4th and the 10th of this application, 
maintenance control becomes easy by managing the destination information on a terminal 
per terminal group, and memorizing it. 

[0039] Moreover, according to invention of the 5th, the 11th, and the 16th of this 
application, network management becomes easy by making it the configuration which 
acquires terminal group information from the management server equipment on a network. 
[0040] Moreover, according to invention of the 6th and the 12th of this application, 
user-friendliness becomes good more by having constituted so that image data might be 
acquired from the scanner on a network with a HTTP protocol etc. 
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[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing l] It is the block diagram having shown the configuration of the server 
equipment in this operation gestalt, and client equipment. 

[Drawing 2l It is drawing having shown the configuration of the network in this operation 
gestalt. 

[Drawing 3] It is drawing having shown the example of the circulation distribution place 
appointed window in this operation gestalt. 

[Drawing 4] It is drawing having shown the example of the window for circulation image 
display in this operation gestalt. 

[Drawing 5] It is drawing having shown an example of the DS of the user-group 
management file in this operation gestalt. 

[Drawing 6] It is drawing having shown the example of a display of the delivery 
notification display in this operation gestalt. 

[Drawing 7] It is drawing having shown the distribution data information in this operation 
gestalt. 

[Drawing 8] It is the flow chart which shows actuation of the client equipment of the 
transmitting origin of the circulation image in this operation gestalt. 
[Drawing 9] It is the flow chart which shows actuation of the server equipment in this 
operation gestalt. 

[Drawing 10] It is the flow chart which shows actuation of the client equipment of the 
distribution place of the circulation image in this operation gestalt. 
[Drawing 11] It is drawing having shown the memory map in this operation gestalt. 
[Description of Notations] 

1 System Bus 

2 CPU 
3PMEM 

4 Communications Control Section 

5 Scanner 

6 External"Interface Section 

7 Printer 

8 Input* Control Section 

9 Keyboard 

10 Mouse 

11 VRAM 

12 Display Output-Control Section 

13 CRT 

14 Auxiliary Storage Unit Control Section 

15 Hard Disk 

16 Floppy Disk 
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